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REMARKS/ ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1 through 12 remain in this application. Claims 13 and 14 have been canceled. 
Claims 6 and 1 1 have been amended. 

Independent Claim 1 and dependent claims 2 through 5 

The Office Action rejected claims 1 through 5 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6493120 to Tancevski et al. (the Tancevski reference) in view 
of U.S. Patent 6,587,235 to Chaudhuri et al. (the Chaudhuri reference). 

Independent Claim 1 states in part, "circuitry for dynamically assigning a group identifier 
to each of the plurality of channels; and circuitry for determining a group identifier associated 
with each data burst," and "circuitry for controlling said one or more associative processors to 
find an available time on one of a plurality of channels associated with the group identifier for 
the data burst." The combination of the Tancevski reference and the Chaudhuri reference fails to 
suggest the requirement of the claims. As stated in the office action, the Tancevski reference 
does not disclose circuitry for dynamically assigning a group identifier to each of the plurality of 
channels or circuitry for determining a group identifier for the data burst. The Chaudhuri 
reference only describes assigning priorities to lines for protection switching at system planning 
level. As stated in the Office Action, the Chaudhuri reference discloses assigning priority levels 
to a channel, either super premium (SP), standard(S) or restoration (R) as disclosed at column 5, 
lines 64 through 66. These priority levels are used for switching of channels in the event of 
failures, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6 and described at column 6, lines 12 through 22. This 
switching is only at the channel level. There is no disclosure of scheduling circuitry for a data 
burst and no disclosure of scheduling of data based on group identifiers that are dynamically 
assigned to data channels and to data bursts as required by claim 1 . Even if combined, the 
combination would not suggest the requirements of the claims but only assigning priority levels 
to channels as a whole for protection switching in the event of failure. 
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Independent Claim 6 and dependent claims 7 through 10 

The Office Action rejected claims 6 through 10 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Tancevski reference in view of the Chaudhuri reference. 

Independent claim 6 states in part, "assigning group identifiers for respective groups of 
one or more channels; determining a group identifier associated with each data burst; and 
scheduling data burst through said switch responsive to available time on one of a plurality of 
channels associated with a predetermined group identifier." As stated in the Office Action, the 
Tancevski reference does not disclose circuitry for dynamically assigning a group identifier to 
one or more channels. The Chaudhuri reference only describes assigning priorities to lines for 
protection switching at system planning level. As stated in the Office Action, the Chaudhuri 
reference discloses assigning priority levels to a channel, either super premium (SP), standard(S) 
or restoration (R) as disclosed at column 5, lines 64 through 66. These priority levels are used 
for switching of channels in the event of failures, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6 and described at 
column 6, lines 12 through 22. This switching is only at the channel level. There is no 
disclosure of scheduling circuitry for a data burst and no disclosure of scheduling of data based 
on group identifiers that are assigned to data channels and to data bursts as required by claim 6. 
Even if combined, the combination would not suggest the requirements of the claims but only 
assigning priority levels to channels as a whole for protection switching in the event of failure. 

Independent Claim 11 and dependent claims 12 through 14 

The Office Action rejected claims 11 through 14 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. patent No. 6,674,754 to Ofek (the Ofek reference). 

Independent claim 11 states in part, "circuitry for determining the group identifier 

associated with the data; and a plurality of dedicated scheduling circuits each associated with one 

Of the plurality of outgoing optical transmission fiber for scheduling the data to one of the 

plurality of outgoing optical transmission fibers, wherein the scheduling circuit schedules the 

data to one of the plurality of data channels in the outgoing optical transmission fiber responsive 

to the group identifier associated with data channel and the data, each scheduling circuit 
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comprising: one or more associative processors storing information indicative of times available 
for scheduling a data burst on said associated outgoing optical transmission medium; and 
circuitry for controlling said one or more associative processors to find an available time on one 
of a plurality of channels associated with the group identifier for the data burst." As explained in 
paragraphs 72 through 74 associative processors calculate and store the unscheduled time of each 
data channel in a data channel group. The Ofek reference illustrates in Figure 9 the packet 
scheduling controller, as stated at column 8, lines 18 through 20. Figure 9 and description at 
column 20 line 62 through column 21 line 43 in the Ofek reference fails to disclose one or more 
associative processors storing information indicative of times available for scheduling a data 
burst on said associated outgoing optical transmission medium. The Ofek reference states at 
column 21, lines 4 through 11 that the PSRC 36A includes a CPU but it has not precalculated 
information indicative of times available for scheduling a data burst 
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It is believed that the foregoing amendment places the Application in condition for 
allowance; therefore, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection of the claims 
and full allowance of same. Should the Examiner have any further comments or suggestions, it 
is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact the undersigned to expeditiously resolve any 
outstanding issues. 



Dated: 



H 



Alcatel USA 

Intellectual Property Department 
3400 W. Piano Parkway, M/S LEGL2 
Piano, TX 75075 
Phone: (972)477-9109 
Fax: (972)477-9328 



Respectfully submitted, 
ALCATEL 




Smith 
Reg. No. 39,884 
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